a" o Qu

== & The Environment in Local Newspapers um

o QatarTribune
Sunday, November 24, 2013

Nation

MoE, QU launch drive

to restore mangroves

WALID SLAIBY
DOHA

THE Ministry of Environment
and Qatar University (QU)
launched on Saturday a joint
campaign to restore plantation of
mangroves on Qatar’s coastline.

Speaking at a ceremony held in
this regard at Qatar University,
MoE's representative Khaled al
Anazi, said, “We started planting
mangroves in the 1990s. But, we
had to stop the plantations mid-
way due to opposition by some
companies and citizens.”

Anazi  added, “Unfor-
tunately, some people don't
understand the importance of
this plant and its role in main-
taining biodiversity.”

“We are in the process of eval-
uating the situation to restore
plantation of mangroves. We are
taking into consideration the
social dimension of mangroves
plantation”, he pointed out.

He further said, “We will
take utmost care in selecting
suitable places for planting
mangroves. This campaign is a
good start for restoring man-
grove in the country.”

DR Eiman Mustafawi, from

Qatar University, said, “The
advantages of mangroves are
€normous.

It protects marine species
especially fish that lives near this
plant, resists erosion, provides
medical benefits, and contains
oil that could be used as fuel.”

DR Mohamed Ajmal Khan,
from Qatar University, displayed
a scientific presentation showing
the importance of mangrove on
environment.

While displaying supportwe
images on screen, Khan said,
“Mangrove constitutes an eco-
logical system on coastline
where it becomes a buffer
between land and sea and a
breeding ground for fish, lob-
sters and prawns.”

He added, “It functions
against erosion and reduces the
hazards of tsunami and
cyclones. Besides, one hectare of
mangrove can store up to 700
tonnes of carbon.”

Meanwhile, dozens of stu-
dents from the Environmental
Club of the university and other
interested students attended the
ceremony and went by buses to
Zakhira where they planted

saplings of mangroves.
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SHOVELSPEAK: Students usad shovels o plant seeds.

Qatar needs
to leave its
mangroves
alone: expert

lvsalman sl

tar needs to leave its man-
groves alane and further devel-

He was addressing participants of
the Mangrov Restaration Campaigat
that ws ed yesterday by the
\uivemtyumnumd aff.
At the mament, uuhlgmmhmm

Qatar i from developers, bt want v
eat up the shorelines.
The professor explained that
groves conpeleed of seces o ot plarts
that could withstand the harsh weather
conditions in Qatar.
Mangroves and salt marshes are
unkqualy slaptl to e 0K st
‘winds, and infrequent rain-
P lnd(hey provide & haven for birds,
fish and other animals. Also, man-

Qu
Island on Al Dhakira,

“The mangroves act as  buffer be-
tween the land and sea, protecting us
from eyclones and typhoons? Koan

Q.\n Univenity studerts md saf
Mangrove Restora-

ton c-mpngn ‘yesterday by planting
mangrove seeds on the outskirts of Al

atse-

questering carbon. According to stud-

ies, they Y elamiore e 1o eight times

‘mare carbon than tropicalforests.
m Th mungmve breats complex oot

tems anchor the plants into under-
“ater sediment, siowing down incom-
ing tidal waters and allowing arganic

he Purple Island.
Many students and mmty ibia

volunteered to go

T ths ungverety by Panted the

seeds themselves. Experts such as

Students head out to plant a seed at the mangrove forest area near the Purple

Student Muhsin Karagulle said that
he was proudtobepart of this nitiative
tosave theenvirorment. “The students
ook this Inilative on theis own with

the guilance of their teachers, who in-
spired and helped them all the way. It
really feels great tobe partof this noble
effort,” he said.

Earlier, Dr. Eiman Mustafawi, Dean,
College of Arts and Scences Qatar
University, also spoke on the impor-
tance of conserving the emvironment
and lauded the students and the facuity

Khan and Professor Dr
ed Jaoua helped the students plant the
‘mangrove seeds, same of whom were
planting a y

sediment surface.

their lives.

Ministry of Environment's Khalidal -
Endalsosaid that Qatar was very seri-
ous about developing and conserving
its mangrove forests.

int to the areas

QU students plantd the seads.

Female QU students come together for a group photo at the event.

the event.
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